peoples of the United Nations. The earnest appeal of the
Working Committee to Great Britain and the United Nations has
so far met with no response, and criticism made in many
foreign quarters has shown an ignorance of India's and the
.world's need, and sometimes even hostility to India's freedom,
which is significant of a mentality of domination and racial
superiority which cannot be tolerated by a proud people con-
scious of their strength and of the justice of their cause.
t " The A. I. C. C. would yet again, at this last moment, in the
interest of world freedom, renew this appeal to Britain and the
United Nations. But the Committee feels that it is no longer
justified in holding the nation back from endeavouring to assert
its will against an imperialist and authoritarian government,
which dominates over and prevents it from functioning in its
own interest and in the interest of humanity. The Committee
resolves, therefore, to sanction, for the vindication of India's in-
alienable right to freedom and independence, the starting of a
mass struggle on non-violent lines on widest possible scale, so
that the country might utilize all the non-violent strength it
has gathered during the last twenty-two years of peaceful
struggle. Such a struggle must inevitably be under the leader-
ship of Gandhiji and the Committee requests him to take the
lead and guide the nation in the steps to be taken.
The Committee appeals to the people of India to face the
dangers and hardships that will fall to their lot with courage
and endurance, and to hold together under the leadership of
Gandhiji, and carry out his instructions as disciplined soldiers
of Indian freedom. They must remember that non-violence is
the basis of this movement. A time may come when it may not
.be possible to issue instructions or for instructions to reach our
people, and when no Congress committee can function. When this
happens, every man and woman, who is participating in this
movement must function for himself or herself within the four
corners of the general instructions issued. Every Indian who
desires freedom and strives for it must be his own guide urging
him on along the hard road where there is no resting place and
which leads ultimately to the independence and deliverance of
India.
Lastly, whilst the A. I, C. C. has stated its own view of the
future governance under free India the A. I. C. C. wishes to
make it quite clear to all concerned that by embarking on mass
struggle it has no intention of gaining power for the Congress,
The power, when it comes, will belong to the whole people of
India.
(Harijan, 9-8-'42)
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